
From The City Manager, Wendy Jean-Buhrer February 2022

On March 4th, the City will celebrate its 92nd Birthday! In honor of the City’s birthday, I would like
to acknowledge the Heritage Museum that tracks Grand Blanc’s heritage and keeps it preserved for

posterity. 
 

In 1833, eleven people established the First Congregational Church of Grand Blanc. The
congregation, which held its earlier services in homes, and later schoolhouses, built their first

house of worship in 1855. They replaced it with the current church building at 203 E. Grand Blanc
Road in 1885. The building served its Congregationalists for eighty-three years; its last worship

service was October 6, 1968. Purchased by the City of Grand Blanc in 1967, the Church became the
home of the City municipal offices.

 
In 1976, the City of Grand Blanc gave the Grand Blanc Heritage Association a single room to display
items collected from its members. The Heritage Museum has since grown to two floors filled with

exhibits. These items have been donated to the Association for the education and enjoyment of the
community. The Museum is administered by the Heritage Association Board of Directors and its

volunteers. The Association’s mission is to discover, document, collect, preserve, research and
exhibit any tangible materials that help to establish or illustrate the history of the community and

surrounding area.
 

The Museum has a variety of working musical instruments from the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Outstanding among these is a fully restored and operational 1922 Bush & Lane/Farrand

player piano. Visitors are invited to test their latent musical talents on this vintage instrument,
using the museum’s extensive library of vintage and current music rolls.

 
The Museum Piecers meet every Wednesday, year round, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The group

finishes quilts from quilt tops consigned by members or the public to provide funding for the
Heritage Museum. Each one is hand-stitched by the quilters. The group also provides help to those

that inquire about quilts and quilting and will assist in dating antique quilts. Visitors and new
members are always welcome.

 
The Heritage Museum also holds public meetings on various historical topics on the fourth Monday

at 7PM, from Jan - Apr and Sept - Nov. Contact the Heritage Museum for upcoming scheduled
events, or watch for announcements in the Grand Blanc View. Cookbooks are available for sale at 

                                                   the Museum. Cost is $7/each and contain recipes by many of the
museum's members. 

 
                                                                        The Heritage Museum is located within City Hall at 203 E. 
                                                                                      Grand Blanc Road and is open for regular hours on 

                                                                        Wednesdays from 10am to 2pm.
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Spring will be here before we know it, but let’s
continue to enjoy the rest of the winter season.
It has been wonderful to see our skating rink in

Physicians Park busy with families. We will soon
have a completed winter warming hut adjacent

to the rink so the complex can be enjoyed for
many years to come.

 
There should soon be much construction around

the City. It will be exciting for all of us this
spring to finally see work commencing at the
new Grand Blanc Marketplace (the old K-Mart
complex). Also, McAlister’s Deli is soon coming

to the corner of Reid and Saginaw.
 

I want to take this opportunity to dispel some
rumors that the City has discouraged businesses

from locating here. I can’t begin to explain the
immense amount of work, especially by City

Manager Wendy Jean-Buhrer, that has resulted
in the changes we will soon see. Under my

administration, the City has always been very
proactive in reaching out to desired businesses.
A few years back, we sent out a survey to City

citizens asking what businesses you would like
to see here. We have worked consistently and

persistently with potential developers.
 

For some reason, a rumor has circulated in the
community that the City discouraged Trader

Joe’s from locating here. It simply is not true. We
have reached out to Trader Joe’s on multiple

occasions over the years, indicating our intense
interest in having them here, but unfortunately,
we aren’t able to pick and choose who ultimately

decides to locate in Grand Blanc. However, we
can assure you that your City government will

never stop trying in every way to attract
desirable businesses.

Page 2

203 E. Grand Blanc Road, Grand Blanc, MI, 48439 | cityofgrandblanc.com

From The Mayor's Desk

Sincerely,
Susan Soderstrom

Please check our website for more information. 

Starting March 1st  
Water bills, property tax bills and
building permits will soon be paid

online using a new platform - Invoice
Cloud. This new service will allow all

customers the ability to create an
account with Invoice Cloud. You can
then get email and text reminders

about your bills. We will also have the
ability to take phone payments with a

new automated system. 
You will still get your bill by mail or

email, same way you currently get your
bill. If you currently pay through our

website, it will be the same initial
process, just the payment screen will be
different. You will then be able to create

your account. You can set up multiple
payments or automatic payments. 

Starting March 1st  

Please note that online & card
payments will be unavailable

until March 1st. Any payments
before this date will need to be

cash or check. This will not
affect ACH water bill payments

on March 10th.

We are always looking for helpful
items to add to our newsletters. What

topics would you like to see in the
next newsletters? 

Send Ideas to 
Christina -

cirwin@cityofgrandblanc.com
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What is zoning? 
Zoning is the act of designating land use. It is very helpful when planning out a city to ensure land uses of neighboring
zones work well with each other. There are various classifications used in the City of Grand Blanc. The classifications can be
residential, commercial or industrial based. 

Let's talk about zoning districts as it relates to businesses - 
B-1 Neighborhood Business - designed to meet the shopping and service needs of persons in the nearby residential areas.
Example - Barbershop/Salon
B-2 Community Business - designed to provide retail businesses and services to supply the needs of the larger community.
Example - Grocery Store
B-3 General Business - designed to provide for more intensive and diversified business establishments which may be
incompatible in the Neighborhood Business District or Community Business District. Example - Outdoor Cafes

What happens when new businesses want to move in to the City? 
The business will need to find a location that is zoned for their type (use) of business. For example, a clothing boutique
would be perfect for the Neighborhood or Community Business zoning district. A large retail establishment would be
better in the General Business zoning district. Parking requirements are important to consider when looking at business
locations. 
If a business is a type (use) that aligns with the zoning district, there are no special approvals, denials or variances. The City
has no control over the business moving into that district. Example - A barbershop wants to open in a zoning district with a
barbershop as a permitted use. The City cannot force the barbershop to move or find another location. The City and
residents can request businesses to the land owners, but cannot force businesses to locate here.

What happens when a business wants to move here, but the zoning does not allow it? 
If the use is listed under the Special Land Use provision, then the business can apply for a Special Land Use. The process
requires a Public Hearing at Planning Commission. If approved, the City Council considers the request. City Council can
approve or deny the request. If the use is not covered under the Special Land Use, the applicant can ask for a Use Variance.
This process would go before City Council, which acts as the Zoning Board of Appeals, at a public hearing. The ZBA (City
Council) listens to the petitioner to determine the reasons for the request. The Use Variance Granting Guidelines must be
followed and the variance granted ONLY in the case of unnecessary hardship or practical difficulty. If the petitioner cannot
prove either, the request should be denied. 

The website has more detailed information. If you have questions, please call Christina - 810-694-1118. 
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Upcoming Dates

Check our website for updates
 on all upcoming 
dates and events.

City Hall Closed - Feb 21st
Planning Commission - Mar 1st
City Council Meeting - Mar 9th

Planning Commission - Mar 21st
City Council Meeting - Apr 13th

City Hall Closed - Apr 15th
Planning Commission - Apr 18th

Yard Waste

Yard waste pickup
begins again 

Monday April 4th  and
continues until 

Monday November 28th
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Spring/Summer 2022 park reservations at
Rust Park and Physicians Park begin on

Tuesday, March 15th at 8:00am!
 

Reservations must be made in person at City
Hall. As fees vary based on residency, please
bring a valid driver's license so that we may

confirm residency.
 

Dates are available on a first come, first serve
basis. Dates will not be reserved by phone or

before the rental fee is paid. Rental fees can be
paid by cash or check only.

 
For more information, visit our pavilion

reservations page on our website.

All tax payments are due by 
February 28th.

Any taxes left unpaid after the due date
will be turned over to the Genesee County
Treasurer's Office on March 1st. Please be
aware that the County will add their own

penalty fees to the bill.
 

For anyone mailing taxes, please be
aware that postmark dates 

are NOT accepted as 
the date received.

Tax ReminderSpring Park Reservations
Begin Soon!

Items found at our ice rink and in our parks are
brought to the lost & found at our City Hall. 

 
Please be aware that we do donate items left

in our lost & found. Our next donation date will
be April 1st, so be certain to contact us at 810-694-

1118 by March 31st for any lost items!

Lost & Found

Did you know?
There is no parking on the street

between 2 am and 6 am under
ordinance 450.01. Service vehicles 

need access to the streets 
at these times.

Food Truck Festival Dates
Friday, June 24th
Friday, July 8th

Friday, July 22nd
Friday, August 5th 

Join us on Grand Boulevard again this
year! We will have a concert in

Physicians Park, Shopping in the
Grand Chalet Shoppes and Food

Trucks on Grand Boulevard. 
More details to follow as we get

closer to the dates. 


